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The Upper Market Community 
Workshop Series and Design Plan is 

Coming SOON!   
by Demian Quesnel (EVPA Board Member & Mem-

ber of EVPA Planning Committee) 

The Upper Market Community Workshop Series and De-
sign Plan [UMCWS] is the first step in what is envisioned 
as a comprehensive planning approach for The Castro.  
Supervisor Bevan Dufty got $100K allocated for this 
effort late last year and it looks like the effort will begin 
soon, although we don’t have set dates yet.  We have 
been told that the first event will be a walking tour of the 
infill sites that are the focus of this work shop [see map 
on page 4].  MIG is the company that got the contract for 
the project [www.migcom.com].  The process should 
allow for visioning for the Upper Market corridor [Market 
Street from Octavia Blvd. to Castro St.].  Visioning, as 
stated in the United States Department of Transportation 
- Federal Highway Administration website, “…leads to a 
goals statement. Typically, it consists of a series of 
meetings focused on long-range issues.  Visioning results 
in a long-range plan.  With a 20 or 30 year horizon, vi-
sioning also sets a strategy for achieving the goals…. 
Priorities and performance standards can be part 
of visioning.  Priorities are set to distinguish essential 
goals. Performance standards allow an evaluation of pro-
gress toward goals over time…. Visioning offers the 
widest possible participation for developing a long-
range plan. It is democratic in its search for disparate 
opinions from all stakeholders and directly involves a 
cross-section of constituents from a State or region in 
setting a long-term policy agenda. It looks for common 
ground among participants in exploring and advocating 
strategies for the future. It brings in often-overlooked 
issues about quality of life. It helps formulate policy di-
rection on public investments and government pro-
grams.” 

On July 23rd there was a meeting at the Planning De-
partment with Sarah Dennis of the Planning Depart-
ment and the MIG people assigned to the project and 
representatives of the perceived stakeholder groups: 
EVPA; MDNA (Mission Dolores Neighborhood Associa-

Historic Castro Theatre              
Celebrates its 85th Anniversary 

by Gustavo Serina 

The Castro Theatre, one of San Francisco and the Cas-
tro/Eureka Valley Neighborhood's crown jewels, will be 
celebrating its 85th birthday later this month by showing 
several films designed to appeal to a broad audi-
ence.  Nothing is as thrilling as watching a movie on the 
large screen in a traditional and increasingly rare picture 
palace from Hollywood's golden age. We urge members 
to attend a showing.  Each of us can make a difference 
and help the Castro Theatre thrive in this age of imper-
sonal movieplexes and dvds.  
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Contact EVPA Board Members 
 

If you would like to volunteer or have questions, 
please feel free to contact any of the following EVPA 
Board Members:   
 

Frank Weiss (President) 415-706-6597 
Demian Quesnel (At Large Board Member) 415-861-5084 

New Businesses in the       
Neighborhood 
by Gustavo Serina 

We are happy to report that our neighborhood's 
commercial spaces continue to draw new tenants.  
Refried Cycles, a bicycle shop, is moving from the 
lower Haight to 3408-17th Street and expects to be 
pedaling in early August. 

Frisee, a new restaurant at 2367 Market Street, 
where Malacca used to be and across from Catch 
Restaurant, is expected to open soon.  Palencia 
will offer authentic Filipino cuisine once renovations 
at 3870-17th St. near Pond Street are com-
pleted.  The site currently is occupied by Tita's 
Hale Aina Hawaiian Restaurant.  Gustafino, an 
Italian Specialty Food Store, is opening at 248 
Church Street between Market and 15th 
Streets in the space recently vacated by Just Des-
serts.  Gustafino's owners will renovate and re-
open the long closed patio space behind the store.   

Golden Produce #2 will soon open a second store 
at 130 Church between Duboce Avenue and 
Market/14th Streets. They will continue to offer 
a wide variety of fresh vegetables and fruits.    

 

 

Vandalism at Pink Triangle Park and 
Memorial Being Addressed  

by Gustavo Serina 

A recent spate of vandalism at the EVPA sponsored 
Pink Triangle Park & Memorial is being addressed by 
neighbors, District 8 Supervisor Bevan Dufty, and 
appropriate San Francisco City Agencies.  Among 
other problems, the posts holding the dedication 
plaques were knocked down and graffiti sprayed on 
the retaining wall.   

Thanks to the fine volunteer work of EVPA members 
Diane Nutting, Jack Keating, and Justin del 
Versano, the damage has been mitigated and 
longer term solutions are being considered.  Re-
placement of the burnt out overhead light should 
also help.  The PTP&M is unique in America and an 
important part of our neighborhood.  Please report 
any suspicious activity to the police.   

San Francisco Chronicle Focuses  
Attention on Homelessness in      

Corona Heights  

by Gustavo Serina 

As adjunct to its recent stories about homelessness in 
Golden Gate Park, the San Francisco Chronicle brought to 
light the problems caused by vagrants in the Corona 
Heights and Buena Vista Park neighborhoods.  District 8 
Supervisor Bevan Dufty had been working with appro-
priate city agencies to mitigate this problem even before 
the newspaper stories were published and before televi-
sion station KRON Channel 4 reported on the problem.  
His legislative aide, Rachelle McManus, and a Home-
less Outreach Worker will update the General Member-
ship about steps being taken to address this serious issue 
at our August 16 meeting. 

Some people have been illegally camping out at Corona Heights. This 
picture was taken the evening of August 1 in the east end of the 
park. It's an unsightly collection of bedding and other articles. What 
can we do to clean this up? 
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tion); CHN (Corbett Heights Neighbors); HVNA (Hayes 
Valley Neighborhood Association); MUMC (Merchants of 
Upper Market & Castro); CBD (Castro Benefits District); 
CAPA (Castro Area Planning + Action); Plan C (a citywide 
political action committee: “Independent and thoughtful 
solutions to Quality of Life issues in San Francisco”).  Ear-
lier in the day they had 2 other meetings, one with Dufty 
and one with the potential developers of the infill sites.  
At this meeting, with the neighborhood groups, several 
things were made clear.  1.) The focus will be on issues 
such as streetscape, public space, the nature of the retail 
spaces in the infill developments and architectural guide-
lines for the developments. 2.) Although all of the attend-
ing groups [with the exceptions of HVNA & CAPA] ex-
pressed interest in and need for more parking, this pro-
ject would not address parking as the majority of the 
area [with the exception of Market Street between Noe & 
Castro] is within the boundaries of the Market/Octavia 
Plan and the zoning will be set by that. 3.) The represen-
tatives of the neighborhood groups in the room were 
only 11 people and the outcome of the planning effort 
would be determined by the people attending the work-
shops themselves. 

THEREFORE, it is imperative that members of EVPA and 
their neighbors attend the workshops so that our point of 
view will be heard.  EVPA will not be able to represent 
your point of view for you; you will have to attend so 
that your point of view can be counted and weighted into 
the planning process.  We already know that HVNA is 
very well organized and experienced in these planning 
processes and will certainly mobilize many of their mem-
bership to attend and put forward their point of view, 
even though their stake in the plan is predicated on 1 of 
the 9 parcels [at the corner of Market & Buchanan].  If 
we have a lower turnout at these workshops, our point of 
view about the future of our neighborhood will be over-
ridden by voices outside our neighborhood. 

The planning committee of EVPA will attempt to bring the 
membership up to speed on the issues so we can be 
thoughtful, meaningful participants in the process.  Addi-
tionally, we welcome other EVPA members to join the 
planning committee at this important time.  The vision 
that results from this planning effort will affect our 
neighborhood for years to come and in dramatic ways.  If 
we don’t actively participate we may have to live with 
consequences of planning that don’t reflect our commu-
nity’s vision for the future. 

Word is that other groups are already mobilizing to par-
ticipate in this effort and forward their agendas.  Some of 
their goals may coincide with ours, and others may not.  
One of the groups that is reportedly ready to put forward 
a vision that makes sense to me is going to propose that 
the bike lane and the parking lane be swapped down 
Market street from Castro Street, thereby creating a pro-
tected bike lane.  I think this would be a huge improve-
ment as it would make it safer for people to ride bicycles.  

My lover, Tito, is from Amsterdam and is accustomed to 
riding a bike in the city, but doesn’t trust our “bike lanes” 
[a line in the road between him and moving cars?] and 
would be happy to ride his bike in a protected bike lane.  
Another group is reported to be planning to attempt to 
roll back our hard fought victory to get the parking ratio, 
in the new developments in our portion of the Mar-
ket/Octavia Plan, reduced to less than one to one.  We 
need to attend the workshops and make clear that this 
reduced parking plan, and the idea that if you build hous-
ing without parking people won’t own cars, isn’t right for 
our neighborhood. 

Bottom line, we need to, as an organization and as in-
dividual members and neighbors, bring ourselves up to 
speed on the planning issues on the table and attend and 
participate in these workshops if we want to have an im-
pact on how our neighborhood will look in 5 years time.  
We cannot avoid that it will look different, but we can 
have an impact on how it looks if we participate.  That is 
the essence of a working democracy, PARTICIPATION.  
Attend the next EVPA meeting.  You can also send an 
email to planning@evpa.org and be added to an email 
list that we will use to attempt to keep people updated 
on the planning efforts and to bring people up to speed 
on the planning issues. 

Design Plan (Continued from page 1) 

 
 

 
General Membership 

Meeting Minutes 
July 2007 

 

Upon motion made and seconded, the June, 2007    
General Membership meeting minutes were approved. 

 
 
 

 
Upcoming EVPA Meetings 

 

EVPA meetings are back in the Eureka Valley  
Recreation Center Auditorium, 100 Collingwood 

(behind Cala Foods). See you there! 
 

August 16  

September 20 

October 18 
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2362 Market Street 

General Membership Meeting 
Thursday, July19, 2007 @ 7:30PM 

Eureka Valley Recreation Center 
100 Collingwood St.   

 
AGENDA: 

 

1. Introductions 
2. Approval of the July, 2007 General Membership  

Meeting Minutes (Action Item) 
3. Special Guests: Rachelle McManus of Supervisor 

Bevan Dufty's Office and Homeless Outreach Worker: 
Update on Homeless Problems in Corona Heights 

4. Recommendation for EVPA to Join The Coalition of 
San Francisco Neighborhoods (Action Item) 

5. Letter to Supervisor Dufty supporting the plan to have 
businesses in the Castro business district close for 
Halloween night (Action item)  

6. Committee Reports: 
 Planning Committee:  
 --Upper Market Workshop 
 --Neighborhood Commercial District Zoning Ordinance 
  Recreation and Parks: 
 --Pink Triangle Park & Memorial Vandalism 
  Finance 
7. Castro Street Fair  
8. EVPA Membership Survey Update 
9. Motion to Adjourn (Action Item) 
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Join EVPA by Sending Us This  
Completed Membership Application 

Handy Resources for Home 
Report Litter   28-CLEAN 
Report Graffiti   241-WASH 
Police Non-Emergency  553-0123 
Police/Mission Station  558-5400 
Help A Homeless Person  431-7400 
(Mobile Assistance Patrol dispatched) 
Street Cleaning  695-2017 or 695-2020 
Abandoned Vehicles   553-9817 
DTP Dispatch   553-1200 
Street Signs Missing/Damaged   554-9780 
Pot Hole Repair   695-2100 
Supervisor Bevan Dufty’s Office   554-6968 
bevan.dufty@sfgov.org 
CBD Hotline   559-6968 

EVPA                 P.O. Box 14137 
San Francisco, CA 94114-0137 
   Address Service Requested 
www.EVPA.org        www.PinkTrianglePark.org  

 

  

 

  
 

  

2006 EVPA OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 
President: Frank Weiss 
Secretary: Gustavo Serina 
Treasurer: David Weiss 
At-Large Board Members: Mike Babbit, Joe Caruso, Demian Quesnel 

 

Name:_______________________________________________________________            
                First                                              Last 
Name:_______________________________________________________________            
                First                                              Last 
Organization: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________ Apt. ________ 
City:   San Francisco, CA                         Zip Code___________________________ 
 
Day Phone: (_____)_______________  Evening Phone: (____)__________________ 
Email 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
(EVPA does not share your contact information with other groups) 
My concerns for the neighborhood include___________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
I am interested in working on the following issues: 
___City Planning/Zoning ___Transportation, Utilities & Neighborhood Commerce 
___Public Health/Safety ___Education/Recreation ___Membership & Promotion 
___Finance  ___Internal Affairs ___Pink Triangle Park         
___Renewing membership.   ___ New membership.                                  
___ I wish to receive my copy of the Eureka! Via the internet rather than by US Mail             
                     
Annual Membership dues are $20 per calendar year for individuals, $30 for 
households and $40 for businesses or nonprofits in Castro, Upper Market, 
and Duboce Triangle (Eureka Valley).  EVPA is a non-profit California corporation. 
Please return this form with your check payable to EVPA to:                                               
EVPA, PO Box 14137, San Francisco, CA 94114-0137 

General Membership Meeting 

Thursday, July19, 2007 @ 7:30PM 

Eureka Valley Recreation Center 

100 Collingwood St.   
 

AGENDA: 
 

1. Introductions 

2. Approval of the July, 2007 General Membership Meeting Minutes 

(Action Item) 

3. Special Guests: Rachelle McManus of Supervisor Bevan Dufty's Office 

and Homeless Outreach Worker: Update on Homeless Problems in 

Corona Heights 

4. Recommendation for EVPA to Join The Coalition of San Francisco 

Neighborhoods (Action Item) 

5. Letter to Supervisor Dufty supporting the plan to have businesses in 

the Castro business district close for Halloween night (Action item)  

6. Committee Reports: 

   Planning Committee:  

    --Upper Market Workshop 

    --Neighborhood Commercial District Zoning Ordinance 

   Recreation and Parks: 

    --Pink Triangle Park & Memorial Vandalism 

   Finance 

7. Castro Street Fair  

8. EVPA Membership Survey Update 

9. Motion to Adjourn (Action Item) 

Contact EVPA Board Members 
If you would like to volunteer or have  
questions, please feel free to contact any  
of the following EVPA Board Members:   
 

Frank Weiss (President) 706-6597 
Demian Quesnel (At Large Board Member) 861-5084 


