NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

Eureka!

News for Eureka Valley, Upper Market, Castro, Duboce & Twin Peaks

CasTRAEUREKA VALLEY NEIGHBORHOODASSQCIATION
The neighborhood association for the Castro, Upper Market and all of Eureka Valley since 1878

9ROXPH ,VVXH 1RYHPEHU

ZZ2Z HYQD RUJ

ZZZ 3LQN7ULDQJOHSD!

$ /RW RI BUREOHPYV
By Rob Cox

We continue to have problems with the parking lot off of Cas-
tro Street (adjacent to the Castro Theater). The lot is isolated

from Castro Street behind a group of businesses and Hartford
Street residences and provides an invitingly private area.

On any given night, as early as 11:00 pm and as late as 3:30
am, there are major disturbances in the parking lot. These
range from drunken parties with loud laughing, screaming and
car stereos blasting to what appear to be gang related alterca-
tions.

I have lived here since 1997 and this is a recent phenomenon.
These incidents have become increasingly more frequent and
seemingly more boisterous over the past two and a half years.
They are particularly frustrating for the neighbors on the west-
ern side of Hartford Street.

Imagine three nights a week being woken up at 2:30 and the
noise and disturbance lasting for up to an hour. By the time
you get up and call the police you have now been awake for
over an hour. And now you have to get up and go to work. It
is fairly clear that the people causing the disturbances have no
respect for the neighborhood. And, in most cases have been
drinking, partying and then driving off into the night.

A group of neighbors from this side of the street have been in
contact with and have met with members of the SFPD, CBD,
EVNA, CCOP, some bar and club owners and have attempted
to bring in Supervisor Bevan Dufty. To their credit, Scott
Wiener and Rebecca Prozan have also become involved.

SFPD has tried to make hourly passing calls to the parking
lot. Patrol Special has tried to dedicate an officer there from
11-3 Thursdays through Sundays. We are also investigating
gating off the lot from mid-night until 6 am. We believe this
1s the best solution.

While we appreciate the efforts of SFPD and Patrol Special
these efforts are still not working. And we are sure that SFPD
has more pressing problems than this. Three times in the
week of November 1st we had situations in the parking lot
late at night.

The situation has gotten so bad that there are neighbors on the
west side of Hartford who are seriously considering selling
their house and moving.

We will continue to work with Scott Weiner, EVNA, CBD

SFPD, CCOP and Patrol Special and to work to get a gate

installed but we are at our wits end and need to bring some

ﬁressure to bear on our elected officials. It’s our neighbor-
ood let’s work together to keep it safe and livable.
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by Gary Weiss

Back in 2008, AT&T had hoped that San Francisco
would be their pilot city for their new UVerse program.
They underestimated the amount of opposition they
would receive. The plan was to install 850 refrigerator-
size metal boxes on public sidewalks throughout the city
as part of their new fibre-optic network.

With tremendous opposition from numerous neighbor-
hood groups who attended the hearing and also from the
Board of Supervisors, AT&T withdrew its application.
They went on to install the system in 3,000 cities across
the country. And now they’re back - with a surprisingly
similar proposal.

The boxes are a hair smaller, and they’ve managed to
consolidate a handful of the boxes so there would be
fewer, but they’re just as offensive. There would be one
within 300 feet of almost every existing green AT&T
box.

One of the most offensive aspects would be the noise
that each box would create. According to one of the
AT&T representatives, the sound that would come from
the boxes almost all day long would be similar to that of
an electric toothbrush.

AT&T is meeting with neighborhood organizations one
by one, and asking customers who want the UVerse
product to write letters in support.

They recently filed for a “categorical exemption” from
CEQA (the California Environmental Quality Act). Not
receiving this exemption may force them to rethink their
proposal. We’ll let you know as soon as we hear the
outcome.
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2010 Membership Meetings
7:00-8:30 PM, Chase Meeting Room
15th & Sanchez at Market St.

January 20, March 17, May 19, July 21,
September 15, and November 17

2010 Board and Contacts
Note, you can e-mail the entire board at
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President: Alan Beach-Nelson
DODQ EHDFK#H4NATI.FA52)

Secretary, Rob Cox
Treasurer, Demian Quesnel
Tim Eicher
Steve Clark Hall
Judy Hoyem
Jack Keating
Dennis Richards
Gary Weiss
Past President, Scott Wiener
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President’s Column
Alan Beach-Nelson
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Eureka Valley Neighborhood Association will be electing officers to
the Board of Directors this month. The election is at the November
Members meeting, Novemmber 17th.

We will also work on recruiting new members to the Board. EVNA
is reaching out to anyone interested in keeping the neighborhood a vi-
able, safe and thriving area. We would like as much diversity on the
Board as possible

If you would like to nominate someone to the EVNA Board of Direc-
tors please contact Alan Beach-Nelso as soon as possible.
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Come to the meeting on November 17th and learn more about the his-
tory of the Castro. Richard Brandi, Architectural Historian will present
historical photos of the neighborhood and discuss it’s development.
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As the holidays arrive support you local businesses and restaurants.
Say hello to your neighbors and visitors to your neighborhood. The
Castro is a destination neighborhood that has a unique history and fla-
vor and people from around the globe pass down our streets and into
our shops.
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The weekly market has been extended until December 3rd,
2010!
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