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Harvey Milk Plaza: On the Go!

It's true–Harvey Milk was a public transit enthusiast. In fact, he insisted on taking public
transportation to SF City Hall daily, in large part because he understood the importance of
queer visibility in public spaces. How fitting then, that in 1985, that the City emblazoned the
Castro Muni Station entrance with the bronze letters proclaiming it to be HARVEY MILK
PLAZA!

Everyone wants to see Harvey and the movement he led celebrated with something
special at the intersection–but during our community outreach we also heard from many of
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you, time and again: DO NOT compromise the efficiency of the transit station in the
process!

We heard you! FHMP has worked closely with SWA Group to ensure that the design lifts
up Harvey and celebrates Harvey and our shared history. But the new design also includes
important improvements related to transit efficiency and also public safety, new park space,
and (finally!) gathering space for the community.

The new design has been carefully crafted to ensure that investment at the site will be
maximized to benefit the community on many levels. So, we thought we'd share some of
the important transit-related improvements that are included in the new design. Let's get
going!...

An expanded transit plaza at Castro & Market
Moving the top of the stairs back 20 feet and expanding this area at the corner will allow
gatherings to occur without obstructing pedestrian flow to and from the station entrance
below. (Finally, a real plaza!)



Code-compliant main stairs
The existing wavy stairs are difficult to navigate and do not meet existing building codes.
So, a new code-compliant main stair will be installed. And since outdoor stairs can become
difficult to navigate in the wind and rain, the new design will also provide a…
 
A canopy over the main stairs and escalator
This bullhorn-shaped feature will provide weather protection for the stairs and for the
outdoor escalator, resulting in reduced maintenance costs and down time for the escalator,
and a safer user experience for people using the stairs.

Elevator access from Market Street



The idea of adding a fourth elevator stop at Market Street originally surfaced during the
design work led by FHMP during the schematic design phase. SFMTA ultimately embraced
this idea and redesigned and reengineered their elevator project to include this requested
feature. Thanks, SFMTA!
 
Expanded boarding area for buses at Market Street
As you can see at lower left in the image above, there is a more generous
loading/unloading area at the bus stops along Market Street. This will benefit not only the
transit riders who use these bus lines, but could potentially also benefit transit riders who
utilize SFMTA’s paratransit services.

FHMP continues to work with SFMTA and other partners to ensure that the NEW
Harvey Milk Plaza meets the needs of public transit riders well into the future. Since
he loved public transit so much, we believe Harvey would approve!

Standing Tall for Public Transportation
CA State Sen. Scott Wiener has been an ardent supporter of the Memorial at Harvey
Milk Plaza project since he was District 8 Supervisor. But did you know he is also a
huge proponent of public transit? FHMP Board Members Christopher Vasquez and Andrea
Aiello met with Sen. Wiener and penned a detailed spotlight highlighting Scott’s passion for
effective public transportation and his vision for an improved Harvey Milk Plaza. You can
read “Standing Tall for Public Transportation” on Medium.

More Progress through City Approvals
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It's official – the project has cleared the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the
final step in the approvals process. Now FHMP is working with SF Public Works to develop
construction documents (by Summer 2023), while also continuing our advocacy work to
secure public and private funds for the Project.

Help Us Spread the Word!
Do you work for an employer that has an LGBTQ+ employee resource group? If yes, then
we'd love to hear from you! We'd welcome the chance to share the design with your
group and spread the good news about the Memorial at Harvey Milk Plaza. Please reach
out to brian@friendsofharveymilkplaza.org and help us spread the word!

We're Counting on You!
This is a grassroots, community-supported effort. If you are looking for ways to help make
the Memorial at Harvey Milk Plaza and reality, then look no further! Donate to the Friends
of Harvey Milk Plaza today and give the gift of HOPE!

Thank you from all of us at
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the Friends of Harvey Milk Plaza!
 

The Mission of FHMP is to reimagine Harvey Milk Plaza as a welcoming, vibrant space that honors Harvey's life
and legacy, celebrates his enduring importance to the LGBTQ+ community, and inspires by acting as a beacon of
hope to marginalized communities worldwide. 
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